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Introduction to the Department 


At Sir George Williams University the Depart- 
ment of Religion has been, since its creation 

in the 1950’s, anon-denominational academic 
department of religion. Its concern with the 
History of Religions includes historical studies 
in Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism and 
Buddhism. It is the only Department of Religion 
in Canada that has integrated into its History 

of Religions curriculum its graduate Major 

and Honours Program in Judaic Studies. In ad- 
dition, contemporary areas of religious concern 
form concurrent streams of study in Comparative 
Ethics, Philosophy of Religion, Religion and 
Culture, and Religion and Society. 


Within the last two years our department has 
added M.A. programs in the History and Philosophy 
of Religion and in Judaic Studies. 


For the academic year 1971-72 the Canadian 
Society for the Study of Religion elected our 
chairman, Charles Davis, as President of the 
Society. 


Faculty 


A list of the full-time faculty follows below. 

All hold degrees from universities and/or schools 
of advanced studies that represent the best 
academic centers for the study of religion in 
Canada, the United States, Great Britain and 
Europe. Several have published books that have 
made a major contribution to their particular 

fields of study; all have published in learned 
journals and have given papers at learned societies. 
They have also won the reputation among their 
students for being good teachers, concerned about 
the quality of.instruction at Sir George Williams 
University as well as for being a faculty that 

is “available’’ and is committed to the development 
of a more meaningful student life. 


Full-Time Faculty 
Professor Charles Davis, Chairman (S.T.L. 
Pontifical Gregorian University) . 


Assistant Professor Fred Bird (Ph.D., 
Theological Union, Berkeley). 


Associate Professor Michel Despland (Ph.D., 
Harvard University). 


Assistant Professor Robert Goldenberg (Ph.D., 
Brown University). 


Associate Professor Sheila McDonough (Ph.D., 
McGill University). 


Associate Professor David M. Miller (Ph.D., 
Harvard University). 


Associate Professor Jean Ouellette (Ph. D., 
Hebrew Union College). 


Associate Professor John.Rossner (Ph.D., 
University of Lancaster). 


Assistant Professor Jonathan Siegel (Ph.D., 
Brandeis University). 


Undergraduate Program 


The Department of Religion offers two Major 
Programs (one in Religion; one in Judaic Studies), 
an Honours Program in Religion, and Joint 

Majors and Combined Honours Programs. All 
programs are oriented around two basic princi- 
ples: 


1) Flexibility of program. 

The department does not require any specific 
courses to fulfill a Major or Honours Program. 
In consultation with an advisor, the student may 
“build” his own curriculum, choosing any of 
several courses to satisfy ‘‘area’’ requirements. 
With the exception of seminar courses (Religion 
491-498), none of the courses requires a “‘pre- 
requisite’, and a student is encouraged to begin 
advanced work as soon as he feels prepared to 
do so. 


2) Knowledge of two major religious traditions. 
The department believes that every Major or 
Honours student in Religion should possess, at 
time of graduation, a knowledge of at least two 
major religious traditions. For example, the 
student who is pursuing a major in Judaic Studies 
should take at least one or two courses ina 
religious tradition other than Judaism. This 
basic principle reinforces the emphasis upon 
the centrality of the discipline of the History 

of Religions. A particular religious tradition 

can be best understood in the context of the 
general religious history of mankind. 


Advisors 

Religion Major and Honours Programs 
Associate Professor David M. Miller 
Telephone: 879-7252 


Judaic Studies Major Program 
Assistant Professor Jonathan Siegel 
Telephone: 879-7253 


Seminars and Reading Courses 


The Department of Religion has designed a 

series of seminar - reading courses, Religion 
491-498. Each year at least one of these courses 
will be offered in a special subject related to 

an area of research presently being conducted 

by one of the faculty members. However, other 
seminars might result from suggestions by students 
that a subject of their interest whichis not nor- 
mally offered, be taught. 


The seminar slots might also be used as “reading 
courses” for a student who wishes to pursue 

a program of independent study; in such a case 
the student would develop an adequate biblio- 
graphy and would read under the guidance of a 
faculty member. Finally, for a few exceptional 
students these courses will be used to integrate 
undergraduate programs with graduate programs. 


Educational Function 


University education has an important social 
function independent of the relation of particular 
subjects to the job market. In the complex and 
changing culture of our society, it is often no 
longer possible or necessary to tie at least 

the first university degree to vocational train- 
ing. The Department of Religion, then, sees 

its prime function in this broader context of 
education. 


Vocationally, however, a Major or Honours in 
Religion could prepare the undergraduate for 
further education leading to teaching in religion 
at the high school, CEGEP or university levels. 
A BA. degree in Religion could also be of 
benefit for undergraduates who plan careers 

in social work, law, civil service and other fields 
for which a Humanities education is needed. 


The Boyd Sinyard Award 
Each year the Boyd Sinyard award is given to 

the student in Religion with the highest grade-point 
average. The award is named after the first 
chairman of the Department of Religion at Sir 
George Williams University. 
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